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Yiiksek Lisans Tezi Ozeti:

A Corpus Based Study on L2 English Hypothetical Conditionals

(Ikinci Dil Olarak Ingilizcedeki Varsayimsal Sart Kipi Uzerine Derlem
Temelli Bir Calisma)

Granger (2009) considers the place of learner corpus (LC) studies at the
crossroads of four language research areas: corpus linguistics, linguistic theory,
second language acquisition and foreign language teaching (p. 13). Granger also
stresses the significance of learner corpus in the field: ‘using main principles, tools
and methods from corpus linguistics, it aims to provide improved descriptions of
learner language used for a wide range of purposes in foreign/second language
acquisition research and also to improve foreign language teaching’ (2002, p. 4). So,
researchers can utilize the learner corpus in their interest of research areas. In
examining various variables that could affect English interlanguage, “researchers
commonly use International Corpus of Learner English (ICLE), which contributes to
language research areas with the abundance of hands-on material.” (Can, 2010, p.
16)

A particular type of linguistics complexity in grammatical variation studies is
‘dependent clause’ which consists of three main structural clauses; namely, relative
clauses, adverbial clauses and complement clauses. These structural clauses have
their sub-divisions. In this study, ‘adverbial clauses’ is the main theme, which has
three major meaning domains as conditional (if), cause (because), and other clauses
(e.g., after, before, while, until, as, since, so that) (Biber, 2006, p. 77). In adverbial
clauses, hypothetical conditional sentences composed by using conditional (if), has
been selected as a topic of research examination in the observed argumentative
written essays.

The ultimate purpose of the study is to reveal any possible effects of
interlanguage by the over and/ or underuse of hypothetical conditional clauses in
argumentative essays of Turkish students written both in Turkish and English
Languages by native speakers of English and EFL Turkish students, native speakers
of Turkish in the light of four corpora: Louvain Corpus of Native English Essays
(LOCNESS), Turkish University Corpus (TUC), and two other subcorpora of
International Corpus of Learner English (ICLE); Turkish International Corpus of



Learner English (TICLE) and Japanese International Corpus of Learner English
(JPICLE). In this study, the quantitative results obtained from the four corpora have
discussed any possible English interlanguage property on the use of particular modal
verbs in hypothetical conditional structures examined in Japanese and Turkish EFL
learners’ written performances.

Key Words: Learner Corpus, Hypothetical Conditional Clauses, Interlanguage,
Corpus Linguistics, LOCNESS, ICLE, JPICLE, TICLE, TUC.

Doktora Tezi Ozeti:

L2 English Grammar through Form Focused Instructional Design

(Yapi1 Odakli Ogretim Tasarimi yoluyla Ikinci Dil olarak Ingilizcede
Dilbilgisi)

One of the current initiatives embarked on to ameliorate the quality of English
language teaching involves the implementation of a complex issue in SLA; form
focused instruction in an EFL learning environment. The researcher has carried out
this study to investigate the impact of form focused instruction on young adult EFL
learners’ language proficiency and L2 interlanguage writing development, and both
the learners and researcher teacher’s perceptions towards the implementation. The
contribution of this research to the field may seem to feature a form focused
instructional model allowing room for uptake to fill the local gap in the literature.

This study employing mixed-methods research design was conducted with the
participation of 40 university prep class elementary EFL learners at a state university
in Turkey. The experimental group comprised of 20 students while the control group
consisted of another 20 participants. The participants in the experimental group were
exposed to form focused instruction over 12 weeks while the ones in the control
group were traditionally being subjected to lecture method. This study was
instrumented with tests accounting for quantitative data collection tools, and semi-
structured interviews with students, self-reflective uptake sheets driven learner
journals, and teacher journals to incorporate qualitative instruments. The overall
effect of form focused instructional interventions was examined on six different areas
of grammar. In addition, students’ overall writing skills and syntactical complexity
development were analysed.

This current study reports the results of pre-, post- and delayed post-tests
statistically analyzed via non-parametric tests (Friedman and Wilcoxon Tests)
employing SPSS (v.22 for Mac), which indicate that form focused instruction has a
slight positive influence on young adult EFL learners’ language proficiency,



particularly L2 English writing skill. On the other hand, the merits of triangulating the
quantitative results with those of qualitative ones contributed to the dissertation
research by promoting the impact of form focused instruction through the lenses of
both learners and the researcher teacher’s. The findings of the study may seem to
indicate that employing form focused instruction in EFL teaching has various positive
cognitive and affective aspects both for learners such as engaging with language,
making discoveries, developing autonomy by internalizing a learner-syllabus and
noticing techniques via uptake, and for the teacher such as the contribution to his
professional development and motivation. All in all, the study discusses several
methodological and pedagogical implications and concludes with suggestions for
further research.

Keywords: English prep-class, focus on form, form focused instruction, reflection,
syntactic complexity, uptake.



