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EKLER

1- Ozet (Yiiksek Lisans Tezi)

Second Language Acquisition of Any-Type Negative Polarity Items (NPIs) in English by
Turkish Adult Learners

A Negative Polarity Item is a word or phrase that can appear in a context which includes a negative.
The English any-type Negative Polarity Items are the ones upon which the present study is
concentrated. Its main purpose was to investigate the second language acquisition of the items in
concern by Turkish adult learners. Two groups of students attending the English Language Teaching
Department of Cukurova University, Adana were the participants of our study. They were given an
oral sentence-completion task and their responses were transcribed. The data obtained from the task
in question have been analyzed with respect to the frequencies of correct responses, NPIs as well as
errors occurred through the experiment. The outcomes of the study have indicated that the more
proficient the learners, the more frequently they produced NPIs. In addition, it is noteworthy that both
groups produced incorrect responses to approximately two third of the items which involved them to
use NPIs in embedded clauses when the matrix clauses contained a negative while they showed an
impressive success in their performance of responding the items when no negative appeared in the

matrix clause.

Key Words: Second Language Acquisition, Any-type Negative Polarity Item, Matrix Clause,
Embedded Clause



2- Ozet (Doktora Tezi)

A Corpus-Based Study on Author Stance in Academic English

Stance refers to the lexical and grammatical expression of attitudes, feelings, judgments, or
commitment concerning the propositional content of a message (Biber and Finegan, 1989). It is the
way academics annotate their texts to comment on the possible accuracy or creditability of a claim,
the extent they want to commit themselves to it, or the attitude they want to convey to an entity, a
proposition or the reader (Hyland, 2005). According to Biber (2006), it can be conveyed through
value-laden word choice (love, hate, and etc.), paralinguistic devices (e.g. gestures) and grammatical
stance devices (modal and semi-modals, stance adverbials and stance complement clauses). The
present study was intended to cover the epistemic stance devices used in conveying author stance in
Academic English. It investigated whether there is a statistically significant difference across the
doctoral dissertations authored in English by native, Spanish-speaking and Turkish-speaking
candidates with respect to the use of these devices. Being corpus-based in design, the study included
the results elicited through the Contrastive Interlanguage Analysis (Granger, 1996) of a total number
of 136 doctoral dissertations written by native and non-native speakers of English (Native: 45;
Spanish: 43 and Turkish: 48). Following Biber (2006), epistemic stance devices found in the
dissertations were identified through Wordsmith Tools (Scott, 2001) and examined in four groups
(epistemic adjectives, epistemic adverbs, epistemic nouns and epistemic verbs). Subsequently, these
devices were subcategorized into two groups as certainty and likelihood devices in each category and
their frequencies were separately measured for each corpus. Finally, Log Likelihood Test was
administered to see whether there is a statistically significant difference across the groups as regards
the use of these devices. Findings of the study have indicated that certainty devices were used more
frequently than likelihood devices in three corpora and that the difference between the two categories
in non-native corpora is higher than the one measured in the native corpus, which leads us to the
conclusion that native academic authors are more cautious with their arguments and predictions while

non-native academic authors are relatively more confident in their writing.

Keywords: Author stance, epistemic stance device, interlanguage, contrastive interlanguage analysis.



